STEPS IN TECHNICAL PLANNING
something must be done. That ominous sign tells him that the
supply of petrol is no longer so plentiful as to give a constant
overflow from the gravity tank back to the main tank. This
might be due to the exhaustion of the supply in the latter or
to failure of the pump delivering the petrol to the gravity
tank. The pilot must then switch off the tap to his pump, turn
on to gravity only, and make for home, knowing that he has
only sufficient petrol for the return, with a narrow margin for
locating the aerodrome if he is not on the correct course. On
the other hand, the gravity may have burst, or through an
air-lock fails to deliver petrol to the engine; he would turn on
the gravity flow and supply the engine direct from the pump,
at the same time remembering to turn off the air vent cocks.
Constant practice is essential to think out compass bearings
and to correct courses by drift-reading in the air, to visualise and
apply these corrections to imaginary compass courses, and act
promptly.